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UNIV 1301: The Writing Behind the Movies: Screenwriting for Freshman 

Fall 2020 CRN 13684 Section 306 ONLINE – Asynchronous 

Instructor 
Monica Vanessa Martinez, MFA, ACUE 

mvmartinez@utep.edu 

Blackboard Collaborate Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00am to 10:00am MT1 

To access office hours, enter the courses Blackboard Ultra homepage, on the left hand menu click 

“Office Hours,” from the list select “Prof Martinez Office Hours,” from the drop down menu select the 

day you are attending (it should be highlighted for you during the access time), on the new right hand 

menu select “Join Session.” 

Student/Instructor Communication Plan: I prefer you come into office hours to discuss matters in 

person when possible. So, with teaching online, I’d love to have a video chat via Blackboard 

Collaborate. If you are unable to meet during my scheduled office hours, but still want a video 

conference, please send me an email and we can set up a meeting. If you’d rather email, please give me 

at least twenty-four hours to respond. 

For both verbal and written communications, I prefer to be addressed as Ms. Martinez or Professor 

Martinez. My preferred pronouns are she/her/hers. Please let me know if you have preferred pronouns 

or would like to be called something other than your official name from the roster. 

Peer Leader 
Mya Martin-Thomas 

mdmartintho@miners.utep.edu 

Blackboard Collaborate Office Hours: Monday 11:00am – 12:00pm; Tuesday 3:00pm – 4:00pm; 

Wednesday 1:00pm – 2:00pm; Thursday 3:00pm – 5:00pm MT 

Student/Peer Leader Communication Plan: Throughout the week I hold office hours and would love to 

meet face-to-face through collaborate for any questions or concerns during these hours. Although if 

you can’t come in during these hours I have designated, please email me and we can set up a video 

conference on another day or time! If you prefer emailing me with any questions or concerns, I will try 

to respond as soon as I can, so please give me at least 24 hours for a response.   

During these communications, you can address me as Mya. My preferred pronouns are she/her/hers. 

Please feel free to let me know of any names or pronouns that you would like to be called. 

Librarian 
Angela Lucero 

ajmartinez5@utep.edu 

Office Phone: (915)747-5685 

Academic Advisor 
Lucinda Rodriguez 

larodriguez15@utep.edu 

Office Phone: (915) 747-7304 

                                                 
1 Note that all times are listed as Mountain Time (MT), be it Mountain Daylight or Mountain Standard time, depending on the time of the year. 

mailto:mvmartinez@utep.edu
mailto:ajmartinez5@utep.edu
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Course Description 
In this course, students will read, analyze and investigate a feature length screenplay from a well-known 

writer, as well as screenplays written by their own peers. Through the study of this type of literature and 

the literary techniques that support screenwriting, students will begin to experiment in creating their own 

screenplays. Through sharing their ideas of literature and work-shopping their own writings, students 

will understand that critical thinking, writing and literature will become an essential part of their 

education. Along with critical thinking, students will learn other strategies for success in college, 

including time management, note taking and reading skills as well as demonstrating use and familiarity 

with UTEP’s Learning Management System(LMS): Blackboard Ultra.  

Blackboard Statement 
Blackboard Ultra is the chosen LMS of UTEP. You will be expected to utilize Blackboard. If you have 

any questions regarding the use of this LMS, please see your instructor or peer leader during office 

hours. If you are having trouble with general access to the system, please visit the Technology Support 

Center, or Help Desk, for further information. 

As with everything, there is an app for that. The Blackboard App is great for course announcements, 

emails, and discussions. However, a desktop or laptop computer is recommended for downloading 

and/or reading course materials, uploading documents or submitting assignments. 

UTEP Edge Statement 
The UTEP Edge is our philosophy that acknowledges the many assets you bring to the University.  We 

provide a variety of high-impact experiences both in and out of the classroom through work of our 

faculty, staff, alumni, and community partners that build on these assets and talents.  Many of the 

assignments and discussions in this class will further develop the talents you bring to this class such as 

developing your communication skills, teamwork, critical thinking, and problem solving. Participating 

in experiences such as research, civic engagement, student employment, and study abroad contribute to 

increasing your confidence, enhancing your personal and professional skills, and equip you with a 

competitive advantage for when you graduate and enter the workforce or pursue a graduate degree.  It 

is this competitive edge that will prepare you for leadership and lifelong success. 

Course Goals for UTEP University 1301 
Goal 1. Students will develop and apply elements of leadership through effective individual 

participation and meaningful team collaboration to empower them to be agents of change. 

1.1 Students will assess and reflect on their strengths and leadership skill development.  

1.2 Students will engage in active learning through individual, team, and class activities that 

develop their leadership skills. 

1.3 Students will learn more about collaboration, roles, and facilitation skills through faculty 

instruction and student practice. 

1.4 Students will develop effective interpersonal communication skills to include listening, 

sharing diverse perspectives, and soliciting others’ viewpoints 

1.5 1.5 Students will improve their interpersonal conflict management strategies. 

Goal 2. Students will examine the roles and responsibilities crucial for their success in college and 

beyond.  

2.1 Students will examine personal and social transition issues affecting college success. 

2.2 Students will become familiar with the importance of participating in high-impact practices 

identified in the UTEP Edge. 

2.3 Students will engage in at least one academic and one professional goal-setting activity or 

exercise. 

https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/


 3 

2.4 Students will develop a plan of study by participating in appropriate academic advising. 

2.5 Students will demonstrate knowledge of the rules of academic integrity and will practice 

acceptable academic behavior. 

2.6 Students will become familiar with major UTEP academic policies and requirements in 

order to remain in good academic standing and graduate in a timely manner 

2.7 Students will demonstrate regular use of university communication systems, such as email, 

bulletin broadcasts, websites, and Mobile Campus. 

Goal 3. Students will identify, assess, and build on their strengths and experiences to develop 

academic and transitional strategies necessary for success in their academic, career, and life goals. 

3.1 Students will reflect on their responsibility for and contribution to their own learning. 

3.2 Students will work to improve their oral, written, and electronic communication skills. 

3.3 Students will work to improve their academic success strategies such as note-taking, 

annotation, active reading, test taking, time management, and stress management. 

3.4 Students will become familiar with learning management systems such as Blackboard. 

3.5 Students will examine their academic, career, and life goals by participating in at least one 

self-assessment activity about their interests, abilities, and values. 

3.6 Students will participate in at least one activity, exercise, or information session to become 

familiar with the steps, including post-graduate education, required to prepare for a career. 

Goal 4. Students will engage in research and critical thinking activities that demonstrate their ability 

to effectively integrate their learning within, across, and beyond academic settings. 

4.1 Students will engage in critical thinking and problem-solving through individual, team, and 

class activities. 

4.2 Students will demonstrate the ability to develop an effective research strategy based on the 

specifications of the research assignment. 

4.3 Students will engage in library and database research. 

4.4 Students will locate and critically evaluate the reliability, validity, and accuracy of sources. 

4.5 Students will develop a project that involves critical evaluation and effective integration of 

sources. 

4.6 Students will demonstrate the ethical use of sources such as accurate paraphrasing, 

quotations, and citations. 

4.7 Students will reflect on how the research process applies to their learning within, across, 

and beyond academic settings. 

Goal 5. Students will engage in campus and community activities to increase their sense of academic 

and social belonging. 

5.1 Students will begin to build networks of faculty, staff, and peers to create a supportive and 

positive learning environment. 

5.2 Students will attend/participate in a minimum of two social, cultural, and intellectual events 

at UTEP. 

5.3 Students will become aware of and use selected academic and student support resources. 

5.4 Students will meet one-on-one in person or virtually at least twice with the instructional 

team to discuss and receive feedback about their academic progress and transition to UTEP. 

5.5 Students will meet in person or virtually with at least two other faculty or staff members 

important to their academic progress such as their academic advisor, their other professors, 

teaching assistants and/or tutors. 

5.6 Students will become familiar with the university’s student organizations. 

Required Materials 
 Regular, daily access to a computer, Blackboard Ultra, and your UTEP email account 

 Screenplay: Writing the Picture, 2nd edition, By: Robin U. Russin & William Missouri Downs 
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o ISBN# 978-1-9352-4706-7(physical) 

o Available as an E-book via Amazon.com 

 Borders: Crossing into Your Future, 8th edition 

o ISBN# 978-1-5339-1182-7 (physical) 

o ISBN# 978-1-5339-0530-7 (e-book) 

If you have trouble (financial, shipping/delivery, etc.) getting your books contact the 

teaching team within the first week of classes. 

If you are an international student, you may have to use the UTEP VPN to purchase 

e-books. Ask the teaching team for more information. 

Grading Scale 
900-1000 = A       800-899 = B       700-799 = C       600-699 = D       <599 = F 

Because UNIV 1301 is a core curriculum course, you must earn at least a C to receive credit for this 

course. Specific assignment criteria can be found on Blackboard in the form of assignment sheets. 

These PDF files may be viewed and/or downloaded under the module folder where the assignment was 

tasked to you. Written work has grading rubrics which are visible to you on Blackboard, as well. 

Grading Points 

Participation 

Syllabus Quiz 10 

Blackboard Introduction Video 30 

Meetings with Peer Leader 20 

Meetings with Instructor 20 

Workshops (3) 15 each 

End-of-Semester Student Feedback Survey 15 

Writing Assignments 

Email/Thesis Sentence Assignment 30  

Critical Analysis First Draft 10 

Critical Analysis 100 

Other Assignments 

Social Events (2) 30 each 

Library Activity 15 

Library Tutorial Quizzes 30 

Library Scavenger Hunt 50 

Financial Literacy Activity 30 

Choices 360 35 

Resume 30  

Final Project 360 Total 

Pitch Video (25) 

Pitch Workshop (10) 

Treatment (25) 

Screenplay Rough Draft (50 points, but lowest grade dropped) 

Screenplay 2nd Draft (50 points, but lowest grade dropped) 

Screenplay Final Draft (50) 

Storyboard (200) 

https://www.amazon.com/Screenplay-Writing-Robin-U-Russin-ebook/dp/B00B66U9BW/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1NWP9F3FZS58H&dchild=1&keywords=screenplay+writing+the+picture&qid=1597427595&s=digital-text&sprefix=Screenplay+writing%2Caps%2C297&sr=1-2
https://hmpublishing.redshelf.com/book/1180166/borders-crossing-into-your-future-1180166-9781533911834-university-of-texas
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Points for “Daily Work” (10 points each) 110 Total 

Time Management Activity Journal 

GFBD (Week3) 

GFBD (Week4) 

Beats Scenes Sequences 

SPWP Ch. 12 Quiz 

GFBD (Week9) 

GFBD (Week10) 

SPWP Ch. 14 Quiz 

BCIYF Ch. 7 Quiz 

Parachute Activity 

BCIYF Ch. 8 Quiz 

Description of UNIV 1301 Assignments 
Blackboard Introduction Assignment: You will need to post an introductory video answering a few 

questions that will help the teaching team and your classmates get to know you a little more. 

Meeting with Instructor/Peer Leader: Via Blackboard Collaborate, you will have a video conference 

with each of your teaching team members. The teaching team will give you the opportunity to select a 

time during the week of meetings. 

Discussion Board: For each section of the screenplay, because this is an online course, you will be 

required to participate in discussion boards – both an initial post to predetermined questions and three 

responses to your peers. Should deadlines be missed, these points cannot be made up. 

Workshops: Within your groups and the group discussion boards, you will be expected to read, edit, 

and comment on your group members’ short story in order to help them improve for their next draft. 
End-of-Semester Feedback Survey: An email will be sent to your UTEP email account inviting you 

to participate. The email will go out April 16th. The email is unique to your email so do not forward to 

friends. The survey closes May 8th, so you have until then to complete. This is a required, graded 

assignment, and is not the same as the faculty evaluation that counts as Extra Credit.. 

Writing Assignment Descriptions: 
Email/Thesis Sentence Assignment: Displaying proper email etiquette, you will email your teaching 

team to select your feature length film for the critical analysis and get your thesis statement approved 

before you begin your research and analysis. 

Critical Analysis: Serving as your final is a four (4) page, typed, analysis of one feature length 

screenplay and how the script tackles a social issue. You will conduct an analysis of a film and a social 

issue of your choosing. You will begin by analyzing the film for a prominent social issue, then discuss 

how the writers and/or film makers used the film to convey a position on the issue. Finally, you will 

use an academic, peer-reviewed source to back up your findings. You will also be expected to 

workshop your Critical Analysis first draft among your group members. To encourage this, your first 

draft will need to be submitted, for points, to the instructor, and then workshopped among your group 

in the group discussion boards. 

Because this class is writing heavy, I recommend using the University Writing Center to help you 

proof read and edit assignments, particularly your Critical Analysis. Writing Center services are 

available for online use. 

Other Assignment Descriptions: 
Social Events: Throughout the semester you will be required to attend two social, cultural or 

intellectual UTEP event not associated with your other classes or school activities (for example, if you 

are in a student organization, a required meeting does not count). Acceptable events include virtual 

workshops on stress management, virtual career fairs, a seminar or talk sponsored by any department, 

https://uwc.utep.edu/
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etc. Social Events must be sponsored by UTEP. For proof of attendance of the first social event, you 

must create and upload an infographic that will serve as an advertisement to have the other students in 

the course attend that or a similar event for their second event. The second social event will also be an 

infographic, but rather than serving as an advertisement to your fellow students, it will be to inform the 

teaching team about staying connected to campus in a virtual world. 

Choices 360: As part of the career exploration component of UNIV 1301, you will take and complete 

the Choices 360 Inventory and complete a Blackboard homework assignment. 

Resume: You will also develop a Freshman Resume after completing a resume workshop module. 

Library Tutorial: In terms of information literacy, you will be expected to complete the Library 

Tutorial videos and module quizzes. 

Library “In-Class” Assignment: After viewing the librarian’s asynchronous session, you will 
complete the assignment given to you. 
Library Scavenger Hunt: Continuing with the information literacy, there will also be a virtual Library 

Scavenger Hunt. 

Final Project Description: The final project for the course will detail your growth as a screenwriter. 

Turned in separately, and over the course of the semester, the items in the project are listed below. 

Pitch: In the film industry a pitch is a meeting where the person with an idea for a film will verbally 

discuss their idea. They use fun and exciting language and emotion to try and get the producer, film 

studio executive, etc. to buy their idea. You will create a short video of your idea for your original 

screenplay and post it to your group discussion board. 

Treatment: This will be a prose outline of your screenplay idea. You will write out your screenplay 

plot, using one paragraph per scene. This outline will help you map out your overall screenplay and 

help you prepare for your first draft. 

Screenplay Rough Draft: Your rough draft should be an original short story idea approved in your 

pitch and planned out in your treatment and must be a minimum of three full typed pages. (Full means 

to hit the bottom of the third page. It’s best to put at least one line on a fourth page just to be sure.) 

This can be at most, five pages. Do not go over the maximum. Reminder: Your group members will be 

reading these. By being mindful of the maximum you are being respectful of their time. 

Screenplay 2nd Draft: The second draft must contain a minimum of four full typed pages and 

incorporate the feedback from your teaching team and group members. The maximum for this draft is 

six pages. 

Screenplay Final Draft: Your final draft must be a minimum of five full typed pages with a maximum 

of ten pages, and incorporate the feedback from your teaching team and group members. 

Storyboard: A storyboard is like a comic strip in that there are different squares with scenes from the 

film. This is how directors begin to visualize the shots they would like to take when they film. You 

will be expected to capture important scenes and dialogue from the final draft of your script. I 

recommend using the Storyboard That website, but will also provide a PDF template. However, you 

are welcome to use any software you wish, or even attempt to hand draw. 

Final Exam 
Exemption from final examinations cannot be given. Final examinations are scheduled to be two hours, 

forty-five (45) minutes in length and take place during the final examination period. It is the policy of 

the University not to administer a second final examination in a course. It is also University policy that 

students shall not have more than two final examinations in a single day. In the unlikely event that the 

examination schedule results in a student having three final examinations on a single day, the faculty 

member upon the request of the student shall reschedule the second of that student’s three 

examinations. 

In lieu of a final exam, you will be expected to submit your Critical Analysis, Critical Analysis Film, 

and final parts of the creative writing project during the designated final day. 
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Class Policies 
Course Communication: 
Because this is an online class, we won’t see each other in the ways you may be accustomed to: during 

class time, small group meetings, and office hours. However, there are a number of ways we can keep 

the communication channels open: 

Office Hours: We will not be able to meet on campus, but I will still have office hours for your 

questions and comments about the course. My office hours will be held on Blackboard Collaborate 

using this link: Prof Martinez Office Hours and during the following times: Mondays-Thursdays 

9:00am-10am MT 

Email: When e-mailing me, be sure to email from your UTEP student account and please put the 

course reference (CRN) number in the subject line.  In the body of your e-mail, clearly state your 

question.  At the end of your e-mail, be sure to put your first and last name, and your university 

identification number. 

Discussion Board: If you have a question that you believe other students may also have, please post it 

in the Help Board of the discussion boards inside of Blackboard. Please respond to other students’ 

questions if you have a helpful response. Before posting, make sure you have reviewed other questions 

in the Help Board to see if your question has already been answered. 

Announcements: Check the Blackboard announcements frequently for any updates, deadlines, or other 

important messages. 

Format of Written Work 
Written assignments, other than the screenplay and discussion 

board posts, must be in MLA format, typed using black ink, 12 

pt. Times New Roman font, 1” margins, double-spaced and 

submitted as a PDF or Microsoft Word file. Work that does not 

meet these stipulations will not be accepted. For more 

information you can go the Purdue Owl website. 

Screenplays must be submitted in proper format which will be 

covered in readings and in class lecture. We will be using this 

WriterDuet website. I will post a video tutorial on how to use the 

website. Other softwares may be used but you will be graded on 

following proper screenplay formatting, so it is in your best 

interest to use the provided link as it most closely resembles the 

textbook. 

Handwritten notes and in-class work must be legible. Yes, there 

will be times when you need to photo or scan your notes. I must 

be able to read them. 

Extra Credit 
Student can earn 20 extra credit by viewing the https://youtu.be/x8XUVqjX_IA video and completing 

the Hero’s Journey Worksheet. All information will be found on Blackboard under the “Extra Credit” 

module. 

https://us.bbcollab.com/guest/595da59477514aa580f12f15d8868966
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
https://www.writerduet.com/
https://youtu.be/x8XUVqjX_IA
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You can receive extra credit for providing 

the instructor with a screenshot of your 

my.utep.edu “classes” page showing 

completion of the Course Evaluation for 

your UNIV 1301 course. Please see the 

example to the left. For 10 extra credit 

points include: Proper email etiquette, 

screenshot showing first name, course list, 

and status reading: Evaluation Complete. 

Other extra credit opportunities may be 

announced on Blackboard, via email or 

during Weekly Wrap-Up videos. So it is 

important to check all aspects of course 

communication often. 

Due Dates and Late Work Policy 
Major Writing Assignments 

 Most assignments will be due on Sundays at midnight (11:59 PM MT). No late work will be 

accepted. 

Discussion Assignments 

 All discussion board assignments, whether group discussion boards or class discussion boards 

have two due dates. One for the initial post, and one for the responses, both are due at midnight 

(11:59 PM MT). No late work will be accepted. 

 For Screenplay Discussion Boards: 

o Initial post will be due on Wednesdays. 

o Response posts will be due on Sundays. 

o Blackboard will only warn you about the Sunday due date. Wednesday due dates are 

your responsibility. 

 For Workshop Discussion Boards: 

o Initial post will be due Mondays, after your draft was submitted Sunday 

 You can easily post your draft for your group on Sunday when you turn it in so 

you don't forget 

o Response posts will be due on Sundays 

 Blackboard will only warn you about the Sunday due date. Monday due dates 

are your responsibility. 

 Monday deadlines are important in terms of online etiquette. Be mindful that 

your classmates have different schedules. Give them time to review your 

material. 

 Other Assignments 

o Assignments will be due by midnight on the day stated in the course calendar. No late 

work will be accepted. 

Alternative Means of Submitting Work in Case of Technical Issues: 
All work, with the exception of your Email Etiquette/Thesis Statement Assignment is due through 

Blackboard. However, I understand that sometimes Blackboard crashes or wifi isn’t strong enough to 

load dense files. I strongly suggest that you submit your work with plenty of time to spare in the event 

that you have a technical issue with the course website, network, and/or your computer. I also suggest 

you save all your work (answers to discussion points, quizzes, exams, and essays) in a separate Word 

document as a back-up. This way, you will have evidence that you completed the work and will not 

lose credit. If you are experiencing difficulties submitting your work through the course website, 
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please contact the UTEP Help Desk. You can email me your back-up document as a last resort, 

meaning only after contacting the Help Desk about your issue first. 

Attendance Policy 
Because this is an online course, attendance is determined by class participation in Blackboard and the 

discussion boards. You must be prepared for and participate in online individual/group discussions, 

and complete the course modules in order to succeed in the course. 

 To preserve your GPA, you will be dropped from the course for failure turn in two or more 

major assignments (anything worth more than 50 points) on time, and/or missing the deadlines 

on four of the minor assignments (anything under 50 points). 

 I will drop you if you fail to login to Blackboard prior to Census Day (September 9, 2020). 

 I will also drop you if you fail to login to Blackboard for more than three days. 

 This is covered by the Neglect and Lack of Effort section of the University Course Drop form. 

Drop Policy 
If you cannot complete this course for whatever reason, please contact me. You may drop the class 

(student-initiated drop) and receive a “W” any time prior to October 30, 2020. Keep in mind that you 

are only allowed six (6) drops over the course of your entire college career. However, due to the 

individual nature of Financial Aid, Visa status, etc. dropping and/or being dropped may not be in your 

best interest. Please consult the instructor and/or your academic advisor before dropping the course. 

However, your faculty member may drop you from the course (faculty-initiated drop) for any of the 

following reasons: 

1. Excessive absence – You exceeded the allowed absences in your course 

2. Neglect – You did not pay attention or care 

3. Lack of effort – You did not meet course requirements. 

In this course, excessive absence means failure to turn in two or more major assignments or missing 

the deadlines on four minor assignments. Neglect means not accessing Blackboard in a timely manner 

since that would mean you are not participating in your educational experience.  Finally, lack of effort 

means you are not submitting your work and/or the work you are submitting is not meeting the 

standards of the course (not meeting word requirements, deadlines, or posting so close to deadlines that 

you are not significantly adding to the conversation in the discussion boards). 

Incomplete Grade Policy 
Incomplete grades may be requested only in exceptional circumstances after you have completed at 

least half of the course requirements. Talk to me immediately if you believe an incomplete is 

warranted. Situations where you may want to request an incomplete include but are not limited to: 

Death in the family, Your illness or that of a family member, Military Service, etc. If granted, we will 

establish a contract of work to be completed with deadlines. 

Technology Requirements 
Course content is delivered via the Internet through the Blackboard Ultra LMS. Ensure your UTEP e-

mail account is working and that you have access to the internet. You may use any of the primary Web 

browsers—Explorer, Google Chrome, Firefox, Safari, etc. When having technical difficulties, try 

switching to another browser. I prefer Chrome and have had very little difficulty with using 

Blackboard in that browser. 

You will need to have or have access to a computer/laptop, printer, scanner, a webcam, and a 

microphone. You will probably want to purchase a USB (flash drive) to store files you create for your 

classwork. You will need to download or update the following software: Microsoft Office, Adobe, 

Flashplayer, Windows Media Player, QuickTime, and Java. Check that your computer hardware and 

software are up-to-date and able to access all parts of the course. Reminder: As a UTEP student you 

can get Microsoft Office for free (Click Here). If you encounter technical difficulties of any kind, 

contact the Help Desk. 

https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/
https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/
https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/ServiceCatalog/SOFTWARE_PAGES/soft_microsoftoffice365.html
https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/
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Netiquette 

 Always consider your audience. Remember that members of the class and the instructor will be 

reading everything you post. 

 Respect and courtesy must be provided to classmates and to instructor at all times. No harassment 

or inappropriate postings will be tolerated. 

 When reacting to someone else’s message, address the ideas, not the person. Post only what you 

would comfortably state in a face to face situation. 

 Blackboard is not a public internet venue; all postings to it should be considered private and 

confidential. Whatever is posted in these online spaces is intended for classmates and professor 

only. Please do not copy documents and paste them to a publicly accessible website, blog, or 

other space. If you wish to do so, you have the ethical obligation to first request the permission 

of the writer(s). 

University Policies 

Copyright Statement 
Some of the materials in this course are copyrighted. Violation of US copyright law can result in civil 

damages up to $100.000 for each work copied.  Copying of textbooks is not “fair use” under the 

Copyright Act.  The “fair use doctrine” only permits non-commercial copying of part (in general, not 

more than 10%) of a copyrighted work. Do not bring a copied textbook to this class.  Your cooperation 

is expected. 

Student Conduct 
[From the Handbook of Operating Procedures: Section 2, Chapter 1]:  All students are expected and 

required to obey federal, state, and local laws, to comply with the Regents' Rules and Regulations, with 

The University of Texas System and University rules and regulations, with directives issued by an 

administrative official of the U.T. System or The University of Texas at El Paso in the course of his or 

her authorized duties, and to observe standards of conduct appropriate for an academic institution. 

Accommodations Policy 
The University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations and auxiliary services to 

students, staff, faculty, job applicants, applicants for admissions, and other beneficiaries of University 

programs, services and activities with documented disabilities in order to provide them with equal 

opportunities to participate in programs, services, and activities in compliance with sections 503 and 

504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 

1990 and the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act (ADAAA) of 2008. Reasonable 

accommodations will be made unless it is determined that doing so would cause undue hardship on the 

University. 

If you have or suspect a disability and need an accommodation you should contact the Center for 

Accommodations and Support Services (CASS) at 747-5148 or at cass@utep.edu or go to Room 106 

Union East Building. Please visit CASS and see me personally in the first week to discuss any special 

needs you might have. 

Academic Integrity 
Academic dishonesty is prohibited and is considered a violation of the UTEP Handbook of Operating 

Procedures. It includes, but is not limited to: cheating, plagiarism, and collusion. Cheating may involve 

copying from or providing information to another student, possessing unauthorized materials during a 

test, or falsifying research data on laboratory reports. Plagiarism occurs when someone intentionally or 

knowingly represents the words or ideas of another as ones' own. Collusion involves collaborating with 

another person to commit any academically dishonest act. Any act of academic dishonesty attempted 

by a UTEP student is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. All suspected violations of academic 

integrity at The University of Texas at El Paso must be reported to the Office of Student Conduct and 

Conflict Resolution (OSCCR) for possible disciplinary action. 

https://www.utep.edu/vpba/hoop/section-2/student-conduct-and-discipline.html
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/
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Plagiarism 
"Plagiarism" means the appropriation, buying, receiving as a gift, or obtaining by any means another's 

work and the unacknowledged submission or incorporation of it in one's own academic work offered 

for credit, or using work in a paper or assignment for which the student had received credit in another 

course without direct permission of all involved instructors. Plagiarism is considered academic 

dishonesty and will be reported to the OSCCR, as mentioned above. 

Instructor Note: Because this is a creative writing course, and I, myself am a writer, I take plagiarism 

very seriously and will not tolerate it. Your creative works must be your own original idea and writing. 

However, if you are inspired by another creative work, please talk to me before submitting any drafts 

to ensure that inspiration does not lead to plagiarism. 

When it comes to your academic works, namely your critical analysis, it is best to make sure the 

analysis portion is your original ideas analyzing your topics. That being said, when it comes to the 

research portion, you are going to want to ensure that any sources that are quoted or paraphrased 

(summarized) are properly cited, both on a properly formatted MLA Work Cited page and as in-text 

citations, which should also meet MLA standards. 

University COVID–19 Precautions: 
You must STAY AT HOME and REPORT if you (1) have been diagnosed with COVID-19, (2) are 

experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, or (3) have had recent contact with a person who has received a 

positive coronavirus test. Reports should be made at screening.utep.edu. If you know anyone who 

should report any of these three criteria, encourage them to report. If the individual cannot report, you 

can report on their behalf by sending an email to COVIDaction@utep.edu. 

For each day that you attend campus—for any reason—you must complete the questions on the UTEP 

screening website (screening.utep.edu) prior to arriving on campus. The website will verify if you are 

permitted to come to campus. Under no circumstances should anyone come to class when feeling ill or 

exhibiting any of the known COVID-19 symptoms. If you are feeling unwell, please let me know as 

soon as possible, and alternative instruction will be provided. Students are advised to minimize the 

number of encounters with others to avoid infection. 

Wear face coverings when in common areas of campus or when others are present. You must wear a 

face covering over your nose and mouth at all times in class. If you choose not to wear a face covering, 

you may not enter the classroom. If you remove your face covering, you will be asked to put it on or 

leave the classroom. Students who refuse to wear a face covering and follow preventive COVID-19 

guidelines will be dismissed from the class and will be subject to disciplinary action according to 

Section 1.2.3 Health and Safety and Section 1.2.2.5 Disruptions in the UTEP Handbook of Operating 

Procedures. 

Please note that if COVID-19 conditions deteriorate in the City of El Paso, all course and lab activities 

may be transitioned to remote delivery. 

University COVID–19 Precautions: 
Students are not permitted on campus when they have a positive COVID-19 test, exposure or 

symptoms. If you are not permitted on campus, you should contact any face-to-face instructors you 

have as soon as possible so they can arrange necessary and appropriate accommodations. 

Students who are considered high risk according to CDC guidelines and/or those who live with 

individuals who are considered high risk may contact Center for Accommodations and Support 

Services (CASS) to discuss temporary accommodations for on-campus courses and activities. 

Special Notes from Prof Martinez 
Online Method 
There are two main types of online classes. Synchronous and Asynchronous. Synchronous learning is 

online or distance education that happens in real time. An example would be courses where you must 

http://www.screening.utep.edu/
http://www.screening.utep.edu/
https://www.utep.edu/hoop/
https://www.utep.edu/hoop/
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/cass/
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log in and view a live lecture as it is happening. Asynchronous learning occurs through online channels 

without real-time interaction. I have chosen Asynchronous. You will be able to login on your own 

time, and as long as you meet the deadlines you essentially have a “free” schedule. 

Weekly Wrap-Up Videos 
Though not for a grade, I create short (15-minute max) videos to sum up what we learned the previous 

week, and tips for what’s coming up. Think of these as the announcements at the end of a face-to-face 

class. Important information will be shared; it is your responsibility to watch the videos. They are not 

optional. 

Warnings 
Because we are an asynchronistic course, it is up to you to manage your time. I am very strict on 

deadlines, and “I forgot” is not a valid excuse. Having said that, I am also human and know that life 

happens. So, should life happen, please send an email or visit office hours at your earliest convenience 

to discuss your options. 

We will have frequent discussions on topics that are sometimes controversial. You are expected to 

tolerate and respect the opinions of others and to behave as responsible adults. 

Furthermore, we will be reading scenes from The Godfather and other motion pictures. The Godfather 

carries a Motion Picture Association of America rating of R, and while it is rated this way for some of 

the violence and adult situations, you will be expected to view the scenes and have discussion about the 

scenes based on their academic value. 

I have never had any issue with my students. However, if you are being unprofessional or rude during 

a class discussion on a sensitive topic, this will mean reporting you to the Office of Student Conduct 

and Conflict Resolution, who will review your discussion board post/assignment and determine the 

proper course of action. 

Student Resources 
UTEP provides a variety of student services and support: 

 UTEP Library: Access a wide range of resources including online, full-text access to 

thousands of journals and eBooks plus reference service and librarian assistance for 

enrolled students. 

 Help Desk: Students experiencing technological challenges (email, Blackboard, software, 

etc.) can submit a ticket to the UTEP Helpdesk for assistance. Contact the Helpdesk via 

phone, email, chat, website, or in person if on campus. 

 University Writing Center (UWC): Submit papers here for assistance with writing style and 

formatting, ask a tutor for help and explore other writing resources. 

 Math Tutoring Center (MaRCS): Ask a tutor for help and explore other available math 

resources. 

 History Tutoring Center (HTC): Receive assistance with writing history papers, get help 

from a tutor and explore other history resources. 

 Military Student Success Center: UTEP welcomes military-affiliated students to its degree 

programs, and the Military Student Success Center and its dedicated staff (many of whom 

are veterans and students themselves) are here to help personnel in any branch of service to 

reach their educational goals. 

 RefWorks: A bibliographic citation tool; check out the RefWorks tutorial and Fact Sheet 

and Quick-Start Guide. 

  

https://www.utep.edu/library/
https://www.utep.edu/technologysupport/TSCenter/tsc_helpdesk.html
https://www.utep.edu/uwc/
https://www.utep.edu/science/math/marcs/
https://www.utep.edu/liberalarts/history/resources/student-resource/history-tutoring-center.html
https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/mssc/
https://libguides.utep.edu/proquestrefworks
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Course Calendar 
 Except for changes that substantially affect the evaluation (grading) statement, this syllabus and 

course calendar are guides for the course and are subject to change with advance notice. 

 You are responsible for watching Weekly Wrap-Up Videos, reading emails and/or course 

announcements to find out about any changes. 

 BCIYF = Borders: Crossing into Your Future; SPWP = Screenplay: Writing the Picture; DB = 

Discussion Board; GFDB = The Godfather Discussion Board 

 The due date for major writing assignments is ALWAYS Sunday at 11:59 PM (MST).  

Week 1  Topic  Activity  Due  Notes  

Weekly Readings: BCIYF Introduction and Ch. 1 

Weekly Viewing: Faculty and Peer Leader Introduction Videos 

Monday 

8/24 

Getting 

Started 

Login to 

Blackboard 

Read Syllabus 

and Calendar 

 Buy BCIYF & SPWP 

Wednesday 

8/26 

Introductions  Syllabus Quiz 

Blackboard 

Introduction Video 

Groups assigned 

Sunday 

8/30 

  Blackboard 

Introduction 

Responses 

Begin looking at September 

and October Theater events 

to attend for Social Event #1 

Week 2  Topic  Activity  Due  Notes  

Weekly Readings: BCIYF Ch. 3, SPWP Ch. 1 

Suggested Reading: SPWP Ch. 16 

Weekly Viewing: Time Management Activity Video, “The Clues to A Great Story” TedTalk, Pitch 

Mini Lecture 

Monday 

8/31 

Time 

Management 

  Sign up for Peer Leader 

meeting time for next week 

Begin Pitch 

Sunday 

9/6 

  Time Management 

Activity Journal 

Pitch 

 

Week 3 Topic  Activity  Due  Notes  

Weekly Readings: SPWP Ch. 3, SPWP Ch. 4, The Godfather Script PDF p0-19 

Weekly Viewing: SPWP Ch. 3 Mini Lecture, SPWP Ch. 4 Mini Lecture, Group Members’ Pitches 

Monday 

9/7 

Pitch 

Workshop 

  Students meet with Peer 

Leader this week 

Wednesday 

9/9 

Setting  GFBD Post Fall Census Day: 
This is the last day to register 

for classes.  If payment is not 

received by this day, students 

will be dropped. 

Sunday 

9/13 

  Pitch Workshop DB 

Responses 

GFDB Responses 

 

Week 4 Topic  Activity  Due  Notes  

Weekly Readings: SPWP Ch. 7, The Godfather Script PDF p19-39, SPWP Ch. 8, The Godfather 

Script PDF p71-85 
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Weekly Viewing: SPWP Ch. 7 & Ch. 8 Mini Lectures 

Wednesday 

9/16 

Character 

Development 

Conflict 

 GFBD Post Begin Treatment 

 

Sunday 

9/20 

  Beats, Scenes or 

Sequences Activity 

GFBD Responses 

Treatment 

 

Week 5 Topic  Activity  Due  Notes  

Weekly Readings: SPWP Ch. 5, The Godfather Script PDF p45-69, SPWP Ch. 2 

Weekly Viewing: Writer Duet Tutorial Video, Library Tutorial Videos 

Monday 

9/21 

Character will 

be discussed 

in THEA 

1313 

  Begin Library Module 

Sunday 

9/27 

  Library Tutorial 

Quizzes 

 

Week 6 Topic  Activity  Due  Notes  

Weekly Readings: BCIYF Ch. 6, BCIYF Ch. 11 

Weekly Viewing: Librarian Video 

Monday 

9/28 

Library 

“Visit” 1 

Librarian 

Lecture 

 

 Begin Screenplay Rough 

Draft 

Begin Library Scavenger 

Hunt 

Sunday 

10/4 

  Library In-Class 

Assignment 

 

Week 7 Topic  Activity  Due  Notes  

Weekly Readings: BCIYF Ch. 2 

Weekly Viewing: Peer Leader Lecture on Email Etiquette 

Monday 

10/5 

 Academic 

Advisor 

 Begin Email Etiquette/ 

Thesis statement 

Assignment 

Sunday 

10/11 

  Screenplay Rough 

Draft 

Library Scavenger 

Hunt Due 

Email Etiquette/ 

Thesis statement 

Assignment 

 

Week 8 Topic  Activity  Due  Notes  

Weekly Readings: Group Member’s Scripts 

 Weekly Viewing: 

Monday 

10/12 

Screenplay 

Workshop 

Library Visit 

#2 

 Post Screenplay 

Rough Draft to 

Group DB 

Begin Reading Group 

Member’s Scripts 

Sign up for meeting with 

instructor 
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Research for 

Critical 

Analysis 

Sunday 

10/18 

  Screenplay 

Workshop 

Responses 

 

Week 9 Topic  Activity  Due  Notes  

Weekly Readings: SPWP Ch. 12, SPWP Ch. 13; The Godfather Script PDF p 97-110 

Weekly Viewing: 

Monday 

10/19 

   Begin Screenplay 2nd Draft 

Begin Student/Instructor 

One-on-One 

Wednesday 

10/21 

Narrative 

Dialogue 

 SPWP Ch. 12 Quiz 

GFDB Post 

 

Midterm Fall 2020 Grades 

Due Tomorrow 

(10/22/2020) 

Sunday 

10/25 

  GFDB Responses 

Screenplay 2nd Draft 

Social Event #1 

 

Week 10 Topic  Activity  Due  Notes  

Weekly Readings: SPWP  Ch. 14, The Godfather Script PDF 110-123 

Weekly Viewing: SPWP Ch. 14 Mini-Lecture 

Monday 

10/26 

  Post Screenplay 2nd 

Draft to Group DB 

Begin Social Event #2 

Wednesday 

10/28 

Rewriting/Wri

ting a Final 

Draft 

SPWP Ch. 14 

Lecture with 

embedded 

quiz questions 

GFDB Post Fall Drop/Withdrawal 

Deadline is Friday 

10/30/2020 

Sunday 

11/1 

  SPWP Ch. 14 Quiz 

GFDB Response 

Screenplay 

Workshop 

Responses 

 

 

Week 11 Topic  Activity  Due  Notes  

Weekly Readings: BCIYF Ch. 4, Ch. 7 

Weekly Viewing: Parachute Activity Video 

Monday 

11/2 

Critical 

Thinking 

Parachute 

Activity 

 Begin Screenplay Final 

Draft 

Begin Storyboard 

Wednesday 

11/4 

  BCIYF Ch. 7 Quiz  

Sunday 

11/8 

  Parachute Activity 

Journal 

 

Week 12 Topic  Activity  Due  Notes  

Weekly Readings: BCIYF Ch. 5, Ch. 10 

 Weekly Viewing: 

Monday 

11/9 

Financial 

Literacy 
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Sunday 

11/15 

  Financial Literacy 

Activity 

Invitation to complete ESP 

Student Feedback Survey 

sent to UTEP email TDB 

This is a required 

assignment and open until 

TDB. 

Week 13 Topic  Activity  Due  Notes  

Weekly Readings: BCIYF Ch. 9 

Weekly Viewing: Resume Workshop Video 

Monday 

11/16 

 Begin 

Choices 360 

Resume 

Workshop 

 The Resume Workshop is a 

long video. Sorry, I couldn’t 

make it shorter. You can 

break it up into pieces, but 

give yourself time (about an 

hour) for this activity. 

Sunday 

11/22 

  Choices 360 

Homework 

Freshman Resume 

 

Week 14 Topic  Activity  Due  Notes  

Weekly Readings: BCIYF Ch. 8 

Wednesday 

11/25 

Healthy 

Student 

Living 

 BCIYF Ch. 8 Quiz 

 

 

Nov 26-27th is the Thanksgiving Holiday - University Closed 

Sunday 

11/29 

  Storyboard 

Final Draft of 

Screenplay 

First Draft of CA 

 

Week 15 Topic  Activity  Due  Notes  

Weekly Readings: Group Members Critical Analysis 

Weekly Viewing: MLA Formatting 

Monday 

11/30 

MLA 

Formatting 

 Post First Draft of 

CA to Group DB 

 

Wednesday 

12/2 

  CA Workshop 

Responses 

 

Thursday 

12/3 

  Social Event #2 

Any Extra Credit 

 

Friday 

12/4 

   Dead Day 

Week 16 

Finals 

12/7-11 

Tuesday, 

December 8, 

2020 

  Critical Analysis Due via 

Blackboard prior to the end 

of day for the stated exam. 

Final grades will be officially available to students online on December 17th 

 

 

 


